ADOPTED – MARCH 12, 2024

AGENDA ITEM NO. 33

Introduced by the Human Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE A CONTRACT WITH RIP MEDICAL DEBT TO PROVIDE MEDICAL DEBT RELIEF FOR QUALIFIED INGHAM COUNTY RESIDENTS

RESOLUTION #24 – 126

WHEREAS, RIP Medical Debt is a 501(c)(3) national charity that acquires and abolishes medical debt for people burdened by financial hardship; and

WHEREAS, Medical debt is more prevalent in communities of color, a contributor to poor physical and mental health, harmful to credit scores, a drag on economic recovery from COVID-19 pandemic, the leading cause of bankruptcy in the U.S., and recognized as a social determinant of health; and

WHEREAS, for every $1 appropriated, approximately $100 in medical debt can be canceled; and

WHEREAS, it is estimated that about 44,000 people in the County could have their medical debt acquired and canceled through the program.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes a contract with RIP Medical Debt in an amount not to exceed $500,000 to provide medical debt relief for qualified Ingham County Residents.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriation of an amount not to exceed $250,000 is authorized from the fund balance of the General Fund, as Ingham County’s local contribution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the acceptance of up to $250,000 additional matching funds from the State of Michigan for this purpose. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Controller/Administrator is authorized to make any necessary budget adjustments consistent with this resolution. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to sign any necessary contract documents consistent with this resolution, after review and approval as to form by the County Attorney.

HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Cahill, Tennis, Trubac, Morgan, Peña, Pawar

          Nays:  Ruest     Absent:  None     Approved  03/04/2024

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Morgan, Tennis, Sebolt, Polsdofer, Lawrence, Johnson, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  03/06/2024

